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20 June 2019 

Dear Ms Wright, 

Pre-budget 2020-21 scrutiny: enterprise agency financial support  

The Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee is focusing its pre-budget 2020-21 
scrutiny on Regional Selective Assistance (RSA) and other financial support for 
businesses provided by Scotland’s enterprise agencies.  

A call for views was launched yesterday and can be found at the following link: 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/112186.aspx 

The Committee has agreed that I should write to you to request the following 
information in advance of taking oral evidence in September/October. The Committee 
is seeking this information in relation to RSA/other financial assistance (over the last 
5 years): 

• How much has been: committed, drawn down, lost, clawed back; 

• When have the enterprise agencies were unable to claw back monies and 
why? 

• Sector breakdown of recipients; 

• Size of companies of recipients; 

• What analysis and evaluation is being done of the impact; 

• Milestones and retentions; 

• How do they establish that jobs are created/saved as a direct result of 
spending? 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/112186.aspx


• How many failed applications for financial assistance have there been over the 
past 5 years and the main reasons given for refusal. 
 

The Committee would also like to request a summary report from HIE on the methods 
used to evaluate and appraise financial support to businesses.   

The Committee would like to invite you and any relevant colleagues to give oral 
evidence on the matters set out in the remit (above) and more general questions 
around your strategy and business plan.   

The Committee would also like to invite one of your colleagues to give oral evidence 
on the methods used to evaluate financial support to businesses. The Clerks are 
discussing the details of this with your colleagues. 

It would be helpful if you could provide the information by 9 August 2019. 

Kind regards 

 

Gordon Lindhurst MSP 

Convener 

 

 

 


